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2 g 1 Y November 29, 1901 

POET OF LAHAINA. 

Number of vessels inspected 1 

Knmber of passengers inspected 

Number of crew inspected 14 

Vessels remanded 

POET OF KOLOA. 

Number of vessels inspected 

Number of passengers inspected 

Number of crew inspected 

Vessels remanded 

EespectfuUy, L. E. C!ofeb, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. S., 
Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaiian Islands. 
The Subgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

A fatal case of plague in Honolulu. 

Honolulu, H. I., November 12, 1901. 

Sib : EeferriDg to my telegram of the 10th instant, reporting a prob- 
able case of plague occurring here on the 8th instant, I have the honor 
to inform you that this case died Sunday, November 10, at 10 a. m., and 
■was cremated at the quarantine station immediately after the necropsy. 
On November 9, Dr. McDonald aspirated a few drops from the bubo 
and demonstrated plague bacilli from the smears. 

The necropsy findings were conclusive and were fairly characteristic. 
Smears from the spleen and bubo contained the bacilli. There is abso- 
lutely no doubt as to the diagnosis in this case. As far as it is known 
this infection can not be connected with any of the foci reported during 
the past five months. 

The first case in the epidemic of two years ago occurred just across 
the street from this one, but on the same block. This is simply men- 
tioned as a matter of passing interest. I saw the case with Drs. Pratt 
and Hodgins on November 8. The characteristic hebetude was present — 
the patient talking at random and picking at the bedclothes. The 
facies of the disease were well marked. The bubo was located in the 
right femoral region and was of large size. The surrounding tissues 
were infiltrated but not to the extent usually noticed — that is to say, the 
bubo was more easily mapped out than is usually the case. There was 
some diminution of tenderness in the bubo which was accounted for by 
the man's mental condition. Dr. Hodgins stated that this symptom 
was well marked when he first saw the case. 

The rainy season has been on for the past ten days and the tempera- 
ture has been lower. The appearance of plague was not unexpected at 
this time and in this connection I might refer to my letter of September 
10, 1901, in which reference is made to the bearing which the meteoro- 
logical conditions may have on the presence of plague in Honolulu. I 
inclose a letter from Dr. Pratt, giving all of the facts now known in 
connection with the case. 

EespectfuUy, L. E. Cofeb, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., 
Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaiian Islands. 

The Subgeon-Genebal, 

TT. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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[Inologure.] 

Honolulu, H. I., November IS, 1901. 

SlE : Complying with your request made this morning, I would make the following 
statement of facts in regard to the Chinaman, known as Chun Ha Tai. 

About 2 p. m. on Friday, November 8, I received a telephone message from Dr. A. 
O. Hodgins requesting me to come as soon as possible to the Chinese Hospital, Palama. 

Upon arrival there he showed me the Chinaman, Chun Ha Tai and gave me a history ; 
that he had been taken sick first on Monday, November 4, and had come to the hospi- 
tal on Friday morning at about 10 o'clock ; that he had a temperature of 103.2° F. and 
pulse of 140, and a well-defined bubo in the right femoral region. I examined the man 
carefully noting particularly the characteristic expression which almost always 
accompanies a case of bubonic plague. The temperature was the same and also the 
pulse at the time of examination as Dr. Hodgins had given me before. From all the 
symptoms which I could obtain my diagnosis of the case was that it was highly 
suspicious of plague. 

As soon as the board of health meeting was over I telephoned to you, and as you know 
we went to the hospital and made a further examination of the patient. The tempera- 
ture at that time was 102° F., pulse, 120. 

On Saturday, November 9, at about 9 a. m., in company with Drs. A. G. Hodgins and 
McDonald, after cleansing the skin over the bubo we inserted a hypodermic needle, and 
upon withdrawing the piston obtained a few drops of the contents of the bubo. We 
returned at ouce to Dr. McDonald's office and there made some smears from the ox)ntents 
of the bubo and found the bacillus pestis present. 

The temperature on Saturday morning was 101.2° F. , pulse, 120, but irregular and flut- 
tering. I again visited the patient at 5 p. m. Saturday and found that his temperature 
was 103.2° F., pulse, 120, and his legs as far as the knees and hands and arms, up to the 
■elbows, cold. At that time he was evidently much worse than in the morning. 

On Sunday morning, at about 9 a. m., in company with Dr. Hodgins, I paid another 
visit and found the patient in a state of collapse, gasping for breath, and a pulse of only 
60. As it was only a question of an hour or two before he would die we did not take 
the temperature. 

At 10 o'clock I received a telephone message from Dr. Hodgins that the patient was 
dead. I immediately made arrangements to have the body brought to the morgue for 
a post-mortein examination. The body arrived at about 11.30, and as you were pres- 
ent at the examination and are familiar with the conditions found I will not state them. 

In the alternoon the body was removed to Mauliola and cremated. 

In tracing back the man's movements I have found even greater difficulty than usual, 
but the following are the facts which I have been able to obtain : 

The man worked at the California saloon, on the Ewa side of Nuuanu street two 
doors below King street. His work there was to wash windows, clean floors, and roll 
up barrels for the bartender. He had worked there about eight months. 

On Monday, November 4, he informed one of the proprietors of the saloon that he 
did not feel well, and soon after, while at his accustomed work, fainted. Upon regain- 
ing consciousness, the proprietor told him that he had better go home, which he did. 
In this place, or in the neighborhood, as far as I have been able to trace, no rats, either 
dead or alive, have been seen. All the time the man worked around the saloon he 
never went barefooted. From all the information which I have been able to obtain 
from both the proprietors I am of the opinion that he did not get his infection from the 
place where he worked. 

After some two days work I was able to find out positively where the man lived. 
This place is just makai of the Oahu Lumber and Building Company, in a two-story 
tenement house. So far as I have been able to learn from all the people in this house 
and the adjoining one no rats either dead or alive have been seen around the premises. 

Both the hospital building where the man was sick and where he died, and also the 
building in which he lived have been thoroughly fumigated and disinfected and every 
precaution taken to prevent the spread of the disease in these localities. 

I am still trying to get further information, and if I get any will forward it to you ; 
but the same difficulty toward getting definite information exists in this case as well as 
in all others which I have investigated before. 

******* 

However, the information which I have given you I believe to be thoroughly reliable. 
Respectfully, J. D. B. Peatt, 

Executive Officer. 
Dr. L. E. CoFEE, Chief Qiirantine Officer, City. 



